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REMARKS 

By this Office Action, the Examiner has required restriction to one of the following 
inventions under 35 U.S.C. §121 and §372: 

I. Claims 1-6, drawn to a process. 

II. Claims 7-14, drawn to a process. 

Responsive to the restriction requirement, Applicant elects to prosecute the invention of 
Group I directed to a process with traverse. 

The invention as claimed in claim 1 is directed to a process for preparing nisoldipine 
encompassing the use as reactant of 2-(2-nitrobenzylidene acetoacetate) . 

As clearly stated in the originally filed specification at page 9, lines 9-15, in a preferred 
embodiment of the present invention, namely the process for preparing nisoldipine as 
claimed in claim 1, 2-(2-nitrobenzvlidene acetoacetate) is prepared by reacting 
2-nitrobenzaldehide with isobutyl acetoacetate in methylene chloride as solvent in the presence 
of a catalytic amount of piperidine formate at a temperature of from -10 to 50°C, namely with the 
process specifically claimed in claim 7. 

In view of the foregoing, it is clearly evident, not only from the above-mentioned 
sentence of the originally filed specification, but also from the same claim 7, which on purpose 
was drafted as dependent from claim 1, that the invention in claim 7 is not the process for 
preparing the aforementioned 2-(2-nitrobenzylidene acetoacetate) as such, but the process for 
preparing nisoldipine as claimed in claim 1, preferably using as the intermediate 
2-(2-nitrobenzylidene acetoacetate prepared with the operating conditions claimed in claim 7 . 

It follows from the above that Applicant respectfully disagrees with the Examiner's 
opinion that nisoldipine is not produced in Group II since, as above stated, said claims relate to 
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the preparation of nisoldipine, when specifically reactant 2-(2-nitrobenzylidene acetoacetate) is 
prepared by using the operating conditions claimed in claims 7-14. 

In view of the foregoing the Group II claims, rather than a different invention from that 
claimed in Group I, are considered as a preferred embodiment to carry out the Group I 
invention and under this perspective Groups I and II relate to a single inventive concept. 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY "EXPRESS MAIL" 

"EXPRESS MAIL" MAILING LABEL NUMBER £[/ 1 34433$ 0 H US 
DATE OF DEPOSIT H~£2-£0O$ 



I hereby certify that this paper or fee (along with any paper referred to as being attached 
or enclosed) is being deposited with the United States Postal Service "Express Mail Post Office 
To Addressee" Service under 37 CFR 1.10 on the date indicated above and is addressed to: Mail 
Stop Amendment, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Registration No. 45,639 
Gifford, Krass, Groh, Sprinkle, 
Anderson & Citkowski, P.C. 
2701 Troy Center Drive, Suite 330 
P.O. Box 7021 
Troy, MI 48007-7021 
(248) 647-6000 




Attorney for Applicant 



GS-W:\Word Process ing\KSM\NAG\l 01 02\N AG 1 0 1 02-Response.doc 




Carol Darnielle 



Page 3 of 3 



